
 

There is still time to book for either of the two sessions being run by 
Alan Byham, our Regional Bee Inspector.   

The workshops have been devised as a 
hands on event to help beekeepers recog-
nise bee diseases, and the exotic pests 
that are now notifiable.  There will be 
samples to show you (subject to availabil-
ity) as it is most important that all bee-
keepers are aware of disease and can recognise both EFB and AFB.  

This is particularly relevant at the present time, as several instances of 
EFB have been identified in our immediate area.  Around 80% of cases 
are spotted by the Bee Inspectors.  If foul brood is spotted by the bee-
keeper it is usually in a very advanced state that could have spread in-
fection to surrounding colonies.   

Both sessions will be held in The Chapel, Spy Lane in Loxwood at 
9:30am and 1:30pm.  BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL so please contact 
John Glover from the Wisborough Green Division who has organised 
the event. glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or 01403 751899 for 
full details. 
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Inside this issue: 

Associations’ Day - 6th September 

Our Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham is again organising a one day 
event in London to meet with representatives from the County and Di-
visions.  The National Bee Unit will discuss their work and activities, 
from inspecting to workshops, and take feedback, comments, advice 
and ideas to enable them to improve the service that they offer.  They 
will also advise on the assistance that they need from members. 
 
Your Divisions will be arranging for representation at the event so 
please speak to your Secretary for further details. 
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Thanks to Chichester Division for the following article.  Press Release from WSCC 8th June 2011.  
Case Number: 4458 
 

A fake food fraud probe by West Sussex County Council Trading Standards Service 
led to officers seizing 1.1 tonnes of counterfeit honey from a London importer. 
They went to the importer’s premises after discovering the problem at a Worthing 
retailer, where samples were taken and confirmed to be illegal. 
“The tests showed they did not contain any honey at all – just a syrup based sub-
stance. This led us to visiting the suppliers, where we found so-called Hasbal Honey 
with Syrup and so-called Aynoor Honey with Nuts,” said Graeme MacPherson, Head 
of Trading Standards. 

“The retail value of the illegal goods totaled £7740. Investigations are ongoing but we would urge the 
public to look out for these products and notify us”. 
Pete Bradbury, County Council Cabinet Member for Public Protection, said: “Our Trading Standards 
Service will continue to crackdown on food fraud in our county because it protects both the consumer 
and commerce. 
“This work highlights the importance of food traceability as officers were able to identify the source of 
the offending product and remove it quickly from the market. 
“We have ensured that consumers get true value for their money and commerce is supported because the 
sale of fake goods impacts upon legitimate honey producers.” 

The tragedy of horses killed by colonies of honeybees was misreported last month.  The incident took 
place in Nutley, East Sussex and NOT Kent as indicated. 

Horse Tragedy - correction 
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Food fraud probe uncovers fake honey 

Train the Trainer - Teaching the General Certificate in 
Beekeeping Husbandry 

This training event - jointly funded by BBKA and Fera - is part of a national initia-
tive under the Healthy Bees Plan to increase the number of beekeeper trainers and to 
provide them with training materials from which they can start to plan and prepare 
training sessions based on the needs of their students.  
 
Training is aimed at those who wish to study for and pass, and then train oth-

ers to pass, the General Certificate in Beekeeping Husbandry and those who have already passed this 
examination and now wish to train others. 
 
The next course will take place in Frome, Somerset on Sunday, 14th August. 
Please contact Graham Elliott for full details. 



Chairman, Tom Moore shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
With summer, in beekeeping terms, nearing its end, this seems like a good time to review the progress of 
the season’s Plan.  There may still be time to make modifications, and it is as well to consolidate now in 
preparation for winter.  So where have we got to?  It seems to have been a more ‘up and down’ season than 
many, from feast to famine and back again, and things have certainly not gone entirely as planned.  In the 
May newsletter I outlined the main elements of our plan for 2011, and I will update progress on those ele-
ments. 
 
I started by saying that we wanted to end up with no more hives than last year.  Failure!  We overwintered 
twenty.  Peak number last month reached 35, though we have managed to reduce to 32 as I write; the peak 
in the previous two years was 27, so something has got a bit out of control!.  Some of the hives are small 
queen-mating nuclei, and we will do a fair bit of uniting over the next month, so watch this space. 
 
Comb change went well, with good results from Bailey comb changes, but rather slow response from the 
bees to our first attempts at shook swarms.  More thought needed on those for next year.  Also, un-drawn 
frames of foundation held over from last year had bowed slightly and led to irregular drawn comb when 
used this year, so we are trying very hard not to end this season with any wax, brood or super, put into use 
but left un-drawn. 
 
Our queen rearing has not gone well.  Early results looked promising, until the very best new queen was 
rejected after what looked like successful introduction to a hive.  Then our main batch of new queens coin-
cided with the drought period and we ended up with several complete failures and at least three drone-
layers.  Good mothers have not produced good daughters (I blame the fathers!) and we have more than a 
dozen royal corpses in the freezer.  There will be some careful ‘editing’ of queens as we unite smaller hives 
before winter. 
 
We have worked on raising our beekeeping knowledge and skills. To this end Gordon and I are both in-
tending to take the BBKA assessment for the General Husbandry Certificate in 2012. Gordon wrote about 
that last month and would still welcome enquiries from anyone else interested in forming a study group to 
that end. 
 
Still to come is the late honey harvest.  I was going to say the main harvest, but with the erratic season this 
extraction may well end up being smaller than the early one.  We also have Varroa treatment and Nosema 
monitoring to do; more on those next month.  And of course, despite the stresses and strains, we have been 
enjoying our beekeeping…… haven’t we? 

 
Finally, a note about pollen.  We have seen so much pollen in the 
hives this year with huge amounts and a great variety of colours com-
ing in even when the nectar flow stopped.  I would love to know a lot 
more about pollen and its identification, and to this end I am trying to 
arrange an intensive two-day course on pollen, using microscopes for 
identification.  This will be held in our area and there will be some 
cost to attend.  If you would be interested in such a course please let 
me know and I will circulate details to you as soon as available; email 

me at stone.house@btinternet.com .  Just to remind you how beautiful a comb filled with pollen can be, 
here is a picture taken last month, of an area of pollen in one of our comb-change hives. 
Tom 

More from Moore - Time to Review the Plan….and some thoughts on Pollen 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

 

Chichester Division 
Please watch the Chichester website for details of the venue. 

Wednesday 17th August - Varroa - Combating & Monitoring - Jim Norfolk - Chichester Division. 
Further details from Nigel Dedman njk.dedman@btinternet.com or the Division’s website 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

Wisborough Green Division 
Apiary meetings are at Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green. 

Saturday 6th, 13th & 20th August - Apiary Meeting at 12:00 (Beginners & Intermediates). 
Advanced at 2:30pm. 

Monday 29th August - Divisional Honey Show, Wisborough Green 

Further details from John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Sunday 7th August, - Ferring Village Hall, 2pm.  Hygiene 
in the hive and during Honey Extraction. 

Tuesday 16th August, - Apiary Meeting, 5:30pm.  Varroa 
management. 

Sunday 28th August, - Apiary Meeting, 2pm.  Varroa management and feeding. 

Details from Phil Carter philange5180@btinternet.com  or website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

Around the Divisions 

“Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the 

County News”County News”County News”County News”    
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Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you would like to contribute to future newsletters please send 
articles and photographs to: 

Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER 

We’re on the web: 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex 


